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Abstract

Background and Objective: Calcareous soils are characterized by alkaline pH, low nutrient retention capacity, and
phosphorus deficiency, which together result in low productivity. In this context, the application of modified biochar and
phosphorus-solubilizing bacteria (PSB) has been recognized as a promising strategy for improving soil fertility and
phosphorus availability. This study aimed to evaluate the effects of biochar produced from green sugarcane harvest
residues and its citric acid—modified form, with PSB inoculation, on the chemical and biochemical properties of a
calcareous soil under sugarcane cultivation.

Methods: The experiment was conducted under greenhouse conditions in a factorial arrangement based on a completely
randomized design. The experimental treatments included biochar prepared from green sugarcane residues at three levels:
without biochar (control), unmodified or raw biochar, and biochar modified with citric acid, as well as inoculation of
phosphorus-solubilizing bacteria into the soil at two levels: without bacteria (control) and bacterial inoculation.

Results: The results showed that the application of both unmodified and modified biochar significantly affected soil pH,
electrical conductivity (EC), organic carbon (OC), and cation exchange capacity (CEC). In particular, the application of
modified biochar significantly reduced soil pH by 0.38 units compared to the control. Moreover, both types of biochar
significantly increased EC (by 45.96-64.52%), OC (by 104.4-115.59%), and CEC (by 58.61-87.88%) compared to the
control. The highest levels of available phosphorus, microbial biomass carbon, and dissolved organic carbon were
observed in the combined treatment of modified biochar and PSB inoculation.

Conclusion: Overall, the findings suggest that the integrated application of citric acid-modified biochar and phosphorus-
solubilizing bacteria is an effective strategy for improving the chemical and biochemical properties of calcareous soils
and enhancing phosphorus availability.
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Table 1. Selected physical and chemical properties of the studied soil

_ Sand Silt Clay Soil texture
EC pH CEC CCE N Available P oC o -, o Sl il

dS m™! - cmolc kg! % % mg kg'! % % % %
Clay loam

1.98 7.89 9.15 44.6 0.052 4.53 0.42 22 43 35

s

uﬂ S 0C (JS 035,55 N Jslee pedS Dby S CCE (5558 Jols oS «CEC (S S bl EC
EC: Electrical conductivity, CEC: Cation exchange capacity, CCE: Calcium carbonate equivalent, N: Total nitrogen, OC: Organic carbon
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Table 2. Selected properties of the biochar and modified biochar used in this study

CAB BC — s
Unit Property
- 45.62 7. > Sas
25.16 4228 . Sl
6.90 4.12 dS m’! EC
5.17 7.95 - pH
96.24 19.81 cmol kg! CEC
0.78 0.32 gkg! P
40.69 46.16 A C
3.13 1.07 / H
3.97 2.13 /. N
27.05 8.36 /. 0
11.96 25.28 - C/N
0.58 0.16 - 0/C
0.92 0.28 - H/C
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BC: Biochar, CAB: Citric acid modified biochar, EC: Electrical conductivity, CEC: Cation exchange capacity,

P: Total phosphorus, C: Total carbon, H: Total hydrogen, N: Total nitrogen, O: Total oxygen
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Table 3. Analysis of variance of the effect of treatments on soil chemical properties
Sla e S5k )3 LRSS
Mean squares s3l3l Sources of
DOC Soil available P CEC oC EC pH Df variation
3061.88™ 186.3510™ 117.44™ 0.5895™ 2.49™ 0.5086™ 2 (B) ;x5
21.6044™ 0.9203"s 0.0044"s 0.0004"s 0.056™ 0.0123 s 1 (Ba) s ,SL
0.8694" 5.9406™ 0.0579"s 0.0001"s 0.054 s 0.0102 s 1 B x Ba
Lo
0.1680 0.1996 0.0685 0.0007 0.048 0.0047 10
Error
- I3 .
0.55 3.77 1.78 3.19 8.27 0.91 G
CV (%)
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ns, * and ** denote non-significant effect, and significant effects at the 5% and 1% probability levels, respectively.

EC: Electrical conductivity, OC: Organic carbon, CEC: Cation exchange capacity, Soil available P: Soil available phosphorus, DOC: Dissolved
organic carbon.
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Fig. 1. Means comparison of the effect of treatments on soil pH and electrical conductivity (EC) of soil. Means with dissimilar letters
are significantly different according to the LSD’s test (»<0.05). B0, B, and mB are the control (without biochar application), biochar,
and modified biochar treatments, respectively.
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