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Abstract _-“‘

Background and Objective: Nitrogen is the most important external input for crop production system, and efficient
nitrogen management is essential for improving long-term sustainability in modern agricultural production systems. This
study was conducted with the aim of achieving an effective approach to optimizing fertilization and improving the
efficiency of nitrogen fertilizer use in rice. \ N\ -~

Methods: The present study was conducted as a factorial (2x3x4) randomized complete block design with 24 treatments
and three replications in the research farm of the Deputy of the National Rice Research Institute in Mazandaran during
two cropping years. The treatments included four nitrogen levels (0, 46, 69 and 92 kg N ha™! applied as urea) and three
phosphorus levels (0, 23 and 46 kg P,O5 ha™! applied as triple superphosphate). At harvest stage, grain and straw yield,
nitrogen and phosphorus uptake were measured and nitrogen use efficiency (NUE) indices were computed using
established equations. .

Results: Results indicated statistically significant effects of treatments on the measured traits and certain NUE indices at
the 1% probability level. Specifically, the Ny, treatment yielded grain and straw amounts of 864.2 and 1263.4 kg ha™,
respectively, representing increases of 88.23% and 43.02% relative to the control (No). This corresponded to a 98.8% and
160% higher nitrogen uptake in grain and straw, respectively, compared to Ny. Relative nitrogen productivity declined
with increasing nitrogen rates in ratoon crops but rose with higher phosphorus application across different nitrogen levels.
Apparent nitrogen recovery efficiency increased up to the Ngo treatment and declined at the highest nitrogen rate (Noy).
Conclusion: Nitrogen and phosphorus interactions increased grain yield and nitrogen use efficiency, which was
accompanied by increased nitrogen uptake. Therefore, balanced application of nitrogen and phosphorus is recommended
to enhance yield and NUE in ratoon rice systems.
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Table 1. Results of analysis of physical and chemical properties of the soil used for the experiment

P Sl JB by ol LB id Sal SsS SSae plalas)s
Soil Texture Kava Pava TNV oC EC SP pH
mg/kg (%) (%) (dS.m™) (%)
Clay Loam 224 8.25 29 251 0.99 68 6.7
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Table 2. Variance analysis of the effect of nitrogen (N) and phosphorus (P) application rates on grain yield (GY), straw yield (SY),
straw nitrogen uptake (SNU), grain nitrogen uptake (GNU), total nitrogen uptake (TNU), straw phosphorus uptake (SPU), grain
phosphorus uptake (GPU), and total phosphorus uptake (TPU) in Hashemi cultivar ratoon in two crop years
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Table 3. Mean comparisons ) and phosphorus (P) application rates on grain yield (GY), straw yield (SY), straw

nitrogen uptake (SN en uptake (GNU), total nitrogen uptake (TNU), straw phosphorus uptake (SPU), grain
phosphorus uptake (GPWV), and total phosphorus uptake (TPU) in Hashemi cultivar ratoon in two crop years
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In each column, numbers with similar letters are not significantly different (Duncan, p < 0.05).
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Table 4. Variance analysis of the effect of nitrogen (N) and phosphorus (P) application rates on relative nitrogen productivity factor
(RPFx), agronomic efficiency of nitrogen (AEN), nitrogen recovery efficiency (REn), physiological efficiency (PEn), and internal
nitrogen efficiency (IEN) in rice ratoon cultivation in two crop years
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P 2 12.21%%* 11.56** 0.011** 18.36* 2.09
Year 1 77.46%* 8.83%* 0.00001 755.1%* 928.0**
PXN 6 1.84** 1.83%* 0.002** - *K 2.85
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Erorr 44 0.082 0.143 0900 3.01 1.76
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